Ventura Cup Returns To SBYC

Over the weekend of September 21-22, the team from Santa Barbara Yacht Club brought home the Ventura Cup for the next year.  The team consisted of Restless, skippered by Jeff Grange, Tranquility, Max Lynn, Watermelon, Kent Pierce, and Rush Street, Larry Leveille.

The Ventura Cup is raced in six classes - four windward/leeward classes and two random leg classes.  Each team enters four boats in four different classes, and the team score is the total of the fleet positions of each team member.  It's a little confusing, since the team you are racing against may not have a boat in your class.  A boat can also enter individually, without being a part of a team.  This year there were 33 entries. 

Saturday saw winds over 15 knots with a short chop, giving the smaller boats a rough ride.  Kent on Watermelon ruled his class with three straight firsts, putting him in command for the five-race series.  Two classes started together, and Kent had such great speed, he was often ahead of the boats in the next class up that had started with him, even finishing first in the second race.  Jeff Grange on Restless ended the day tied for first with Quantum, an Andrews 56, each with a second and first.  Tranquility was fourth in Class A at the end of the day, and Rush Street was in first in their fleet with two firsts and a second.  We ended the day in first as a team by one point over a team from Channel Islands YC.

On the second day, the winds stayed in the 8-10 knot range, making it less of a battle for control.  Watermelon and Rush Street both held on to first place in their fleet.  Restless ended up second to Quantum by about 30 seconds on corrected time, when the big sled's waterline helped them on a long reach.  Max Lynn on Tranquility moved up to third place with a good day.  Our team score improved by a point over Saturday, while the competition did not move up.  Final result - SBYC wins the cup by two points.

Congratulations and thank you to the skippers, boat owners, and crew that participated in the event.  Special thanks to Tom Parker, Max Lynn, Kent Pierce, and Larry Leveille for entering their boats, and to Jeff Grange for ably skippering Restless.  Thanks also for Jeff Grange and Kent Pierce working to get a team together.  Thanks also to Dick Lamb, who planned to sail Fast Tango, but had to miss the event with a broken boat.

The regatta was again a great event, with very professional race management, and good shoreside events.  I hope everyone will schedule the event next year - third weekend in September - and we can enter several teams to defend the cup.  It's an easy travel regatta, with lots of good sailing against the Ventura and Channel Islands boats.

