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After a disappointing 

March the club 

sailed back to calmer 

financial waters in April. 

Member patronage, a few 

private functions, and 

packed Wet Wednesdays 

produced total restaurant 

and bar income well in excess of budget. Year 

to date we are remarkably $41,000 better than 

the same period last year. Conscientious daily 

control of operating expenses by General

Manager Craig Wilberg and his staff resulted in 

a savings of about $7,000 in April as well.  

Everything combined to produce a very 

satisfying net operating income before 

depreciation and initiation fees of $17,000 

against a budget of $4,000. Year to date we are 

about $4,000 better than budget.

    Initiation fees, and therefore reserves, lag 

the plan by about $10,000 for the year. New 

members are coming in at about one per month 

instead of the two we historically initiate. We of 

course welcome qualified new members and

Membership Chair Joanne Gordon and her 

committee are always ready for proposals from 

sponsors. Now would be a very good time to 

invite a boating friend to lunch or out on the 

boat for a sail. Proposal packages are available 

from Kourtney.

    May started off very well with a record-

breaking 300 reservations for Mothers’ Day 

brunch. Club patronage improves along with 

spring weather and in spite of May Gray. A few 

private functions, the usual big Wet Wednesday 

crowds, and the Commodore’s Crabfeed all 

contributed to a successful month. I’ll have the 

full story for you next month.

    Our burgee store is open for business 9–5 

Wednesday through Sunday and Kourtney can 

order custom embroidery on many items at 

reasonable rates. Cool custom polos and hats 

for crew are big morale and team builders. Just

look around the club on any Wednesday night.

    Our long-anticipated yacht club history 

book has gone to press. Staff Commodores 

Llew Goodfield, Bill Lenvik, and Dennis 

Friedrich, and members Hank Boehm and Erin 

Graffy de Garcia sorted through thousands of 

photos,news clippings, and various artifacts for 

several years. Staff Commodore Cork Otis, a 

major contributor to the project from the very 

beginning, would be gratified and pleased with 

the outcome. Be sure to come to our book 

launching party on Tuesday, June 22, at 6 p.m. 

Beautiful copies will also be available from 

Kourtney the last week in June.

    Long Range Planning Chair and 

Director Charles Browning and his committee 

are studying results of the member survey 

completed in May. Preliminary results show 

broad interest and satisfaction with the club’s 

present operation, service, and programs. 

Interest and satisfaction with our racing and 

cruising programs rated 75% to 80%. Interest 

in social and dining activities was 95%. Over 

95% are pleased with the club’s atmosphere and

décor, cleanliness, and service.  Our efforts 

to communicate with members, including 

the Scuttlebutt and the Web site rated 85% 

to 95% successful. The single area of deep 

dissatisfaction is parking lot congestion on busy 

days. Please read Vice Commodore Jack Byers’ 

column for current parking rules.

    About 85% of survey respondents are 

satisfied with our current menus with

15% feeling we could improve, including 

a handful who feel rather strongly so.  As 

expected, many wrote comments, short and 

long, pro and con. Craig, Jorge, and Chef 

Russel are constantly working to provide the 

best food service at reasonable prices and are 

studying survey results for ideas. Some private 

clubs operate restaurants at a loss, making up 

the difference with higher dues. We prefer to 

keep dues as low as possible so our food prices 

are set to cover costs. I’m also very pleased with 

our new lunch menu and delighted with the 

addition of a “Build Your Own Burger.” I order

mine with a big chargrilled turkey patty, grilled 

onions, green chilies, and pepperjack on grilled 

sourdough.  Great with an icy cold schooner 

of our new draught beer. Come on down to 

the club for lunch and give my turkey burger 

a try. Suggestions and special orders are always 

welcome, too.

    A couple of survey respondents expressed 

continuing suspicion we operate a less than 

sanitary galley, which is absolutely untrue. The 

health and safety of members is the number 

Commodore Roger Chrisman



Communication at our club is ac-
complished by word of mouth, the 

printed Scuttlebutt, e-mails, and our SBYC 
Web site. Webmaster Dave McEachen and 
Staff Commodore Bud Toye have volun-
teered countless hours creating and up-
grading our Web site. We appreciate your 
time, energy, and dedication in getting the 
club activities and information to us on a daily basis. Thank you. 
    Now that summer is almost here and with more club events 
and activities on the calendar, the parking lot is getting busier 
and fuller. Parking? We have a problem with too many cars and 
not enough space? YES! The House and Grounds Committee 
is trying to solve this constant problem and accommodate our 
members by enforcing the parking lot rules as designated in your 
SBYC roster:

 1.	 Except as provided below, parking lot privileges are 	
authorized for members and their spouses in the following 
categories:

a.	Flag Members
b.	Life Members
c.	Associate Members

 2.	 Non-resident members and visiting yacht persons will be al-
lowed limited parking lot privileges upon registration in the 
club office.

 3.	 Weekday parking privileges may be extended to junior mem-
bers. These privileges shall be subject to review and approval 
by the board. Wednesdays after 3:00 p.m. during daylight 
saving time is not a weekday for purposes of this Section.

 4.	 All vehicles using the parking lot must display current year 
identification stickers. Failure to display a current sticker 
may result in the vehicle being towed from the lot. The stick-
er should be displayed on the left side of the rear window of 
the Member’s vehicle whenever possible. The first alternate 
location is on the lower left corner of the windshield.

 5.	 Local Sailing Events. During local sailing events (regattas), 
the vice commodore, with proper notice to the members, 

Vice Commodore Jack Byers
	 may authorize portions of the parking lot to be cordoned off 

for the storage of boats and trailers involved in the regatta. 
The event chairperson and the vice commodore will review 
the storage requirements at the beginning of each day to 
determine if vehicles will be allowed into the restricted area. 
Notices of such events are published in the Scuttlebutt.

 6.	 Destination Sailing Events. The vice commodore may autho-
rize parking lot privileges to non-member participants of sail-
ing events that originate and /or terminate at Santa Barbara 
Yacht Club.

 7.	 Members shall not leave their cars parked in the lot for a 
period greater than two consecutive weeks within any six 
month period.

 8.	 Members are cautioned that they many not extend parking 
privileges to friends or relatives.

 9.	 Restricted Days. Parking privileges for special events that can 
be expected to fill the parking lot may be restricted at the 
discretion of the vice commodore to those members desig-
nated in rule No. 1 above.

10.	Violators of these rules may have their vehicles towed away 
and their parking privileges suspended or revoked.

    We ask that you please respect these rules so that your 
vehicle will not be towed away. If your vehicle is parked in an 
undesignated parking space or in the area between the traffic 
cones, you will be towed! Boats, trailers, and vehicles must be 
able to get in and out of their designated areas/parking spaces. 
We all enjoy coming down to the club on Wet Wednesdays, on 
all the summer holidays, and other special events. You know the 
agenda—if the yacht club lot is full, park in the public parking 
lots and remember, on those holidays, it’s one vehicle per family. 
    Your House & Grounds Committee in conjunction with 
long range planning is considering other options to solve our 
parking problem such as: 1) valet parking at special events, 2) a 
gate person/monitor who will be in charge of ingress and egress. 
If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact me or 
any member of our House & Grounds Committee.
    See you in the parking lot or at the club.

one concern of our entire staff and especially our galley staff. 

Our sanitation consultant Everclean makes surprise galley 

inspections every few weeks and gives chef and his crew perfect 

marks. I invite skeptics to make their own inspections and to read 

Everclean’s reports. 

    Looking ahead, we’ll have the Summer One-Design regatta, 

the Hughes Ladies race, the Fathers’ Day cruise and more CHRF 

racing in June. The Independence Day Sandspit cruise and BBQ 

is coming up and Wendel and Judy Hans and Staff Commodore 

Charlie and Joan Watson will again get the fires going and the 

party started June 27. We’re hosting the Junior Olympics in July 

and expect 250 kids to compete. The annual Catalina Cruise 

follows the Fiesta Cup and King Harbor race August 2 through 

12, and you’ll be hearing lots more about Catalina next month. 

Come on down to the club, enjoy some good food and drink, 

and have some fun with good friends. See you at the club.

Commodore, cont.



The wind gods have been with us this 
spring as it seems like most of the 

Wet Wednesday races have been run in 
15 plus knots of breeze. We might consider 
installing bleachers on the deck because 
the entertainment factor has been pretty 
high! As race skippers, we need to remem-
ber that the decision to participate on these 
windy days lies solely with us and please remember to have 
life jackets available for all your crew (particularly on these 
breezy races).
    We’ve had some more stellar performances by SBYC boats 
in out of town events. To go along with last month’s big win by 
Laura Schlessinger and crew on Warrior and a strong showing 
from Bill Guilfoyle and crew on Prevail in the Newport to Cabo 
San Lucas Race, Compton/Yabsley/Parker and crew on Taxi 
Dancer placed first in the Maxi Class and Larry Leveille and 
crew on Rush Street placed sixth in PHRF Class D in the New-
port to Ensenada Race. Additionally, we had solid results from 

Skian Dhu (Freeland), Rock N Roll (Poppe) and Rush Street in the 
Ahmanson Cup in Newport Beach. We also had strong show-
ings in Yachting Cup/San Diego by Average White Boat (Pierce) 
and Lounge Act (Collahan), second and third respectively in the 
Melges 24 fleet; Skian Dhu second in the Farr 40 fleet; Rush 
Street third in the PHRF 4 fleet; Taxi Dancer tied for fourth in 
PHRF 1 fleet; and Rock N Roll (Girod) seventh in the J105 fleet. 
The cream of SBYC racing continues to rise to the top!
    May and June continue to be busy months on the race 
calendar. The Spring PHRF and One-Design Championship 
Regattas were scheduled for May 8 and May 22, respectively, 
and the Fulmor/Pelican Bay Race/Cruise was planned for May 
29–30. Women’s racing will take a spotlight in June with the 
Wilmot Hughes/Women’s Skipper Championship on June 6 and 
the Summer One-Design Championship Regatta will be held on 
June 12. June finishes off with one more big out of town event—
Long Beach Race Week, June 25–27. We’re going to have quite a 
competition for the club’s best overall out of town showings for 
the year. Whew! Who’s ready for a vacation?

Rear Commodore Dave Baxter

Greetings Cruisers! By now 
you are getting over the fun 
Memorial Day Cruise and we all 

want to thank our cruise captain, Brian Coryat, for a great job.               
                      We hope your are ready for our
           next cruise, Father’s Day,  

Saturday–Sunday 
June 19–20, 
captained by Tony 
Papa. Please sign-
up either online 

or at the club’s 
front desk. And 

then the weekend before 

Fleet Speak Fourth of July, we have the annual Sand Spit party and barbecue 
on Sunday, June 27. This is organized by our usual Sand Spit 
experts, Wendell and Judy Hans, and Charlie and Joan Watson. 
So bring you best barbecue meats and come by land, sea, or air. 
I will send out last minute cruiser up-dates to each cruise on the 
cruiser e-mail blast system so check with Kourtney if you are not 
sure you are on our list.
    We are still looking for someone to be the cruise captain for 
the Labor Day Cruise on 9/4. Please 
let me know if you might want to 
help out and organize the fun.
Keep a Straight Course

—Christine and Michael Holland, 

    Fleet Captains

2010 Cruising Schedule

Cruise	 Date	 Location	 Captains

Memorial Day Cruise	 Saturday–Monday, May 29-31	 Santa Cruz Island	 Brian Coryat

Father’s Day Cruise	 Saturday–Sunday, June 19–20	 Santa Cruz Island	 Tony Papa

Sand Spit	 Sunday, June 27	 Sand Spit	 Watson/Hans

Catalina Cruise	 Monday, August 2–Friday, August 13	 Avalon/Cherry Cove	 Commodores

Labor Day Cruise	 Saturday-Monday, September 4-6	 Santa Cruz Island	         ?

Fall Cruise	 Saturday–Monday, October 9–11	 Santa Rosa Island	 Clement/Kleen

Shake Down Potluck Party	 Tuesday, November 9	 SBYC	 Hollands
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CHRF News & Review
Newly Revised Fleet Rules and Courses May Now Be Reversed 
At our monthly CHRF Committee meeting on May 13, 

we approved the new CHRF Fleet Rules. See them online on the 

CHRF Racing page of the club Web site. There were no dramatic 

changes, but the rules now more accurately reflect our traditional 

practices. Scoring of races in a series is now clearer, as an example. 

One more “heads up” to everyone is that SI’s from now on will 

include a provision to reverse most of our courses under certain 

circumstances. All future CHRF SI’s will include the following 

language:

Reverse Courses

At the discretion of the Race Committee, any available CHRF 

course may be reversed should the predominant wind direction be 

between 0 and 180 degrees magnetic within and up to 30 minutes 

prior to race time. Competitors must be aware that a reversed 

course requires opposite mark roundings. Any H Course as shown 

on the club’s course chart may be used when the scheduled race is 

a mass start. For scheduled staggered start races, any course listed 

on the Start Time Sheet may be selected and reversed subject to 

the foregoing criteria. 

    The distances and staggered start times will be the same, but 

in certain wind conditions (see above) the “R” after the course 

designation on the deck will allow for better races. Remember 

that in a reverse course, what would ordinarily be rounded to 

port now needs to be rounded to starboard. Be sure to ask me or 

the race committee if you have any questions about this (but not 

during a race). 

Race Results and Drama for PCYC Race to Platform Grace 

on April 16

This normally 17.5 mile race was probably more like 23 or 24 

miles due to the winds coming out of the south. What started 

as a somewhat slow day became quite a fun race, once boats 

passed the close platforms. A total of 11 boats plus one qualifier 

competed, with the following results: Morgan Crowe took first 

place on Therapi Too, Max and Shirley Lynn took second place 

on Tranquility, Bob Levinson came in third on Cloud 9, Wann 

and Judy Rawles took fourth place on Psyche’s Song, and Jules 

Bender came in fifth on Sun Dance. The real excitement of this 

race took place after it was finished, though. At least three boats 

had problems ranging from a spinnaker sheet wrapped around 

a rudder, a bad battery that made starting an engine impossible, 

and water mixed into diesel which clogged several fuel filters. 

With sheer determination and patience, Cloud 9 made it back 

under its own sail and power, arriving in Santa Barbara Harbor 

after 8 p.m. Kalimera and Sea Note ended up giving tows to 

Browser and Ferdinand, respectively. Following the tradition (as 

well as International Maritime Law) of rendering aide to fellow 

boaters, no one (except perhaps an ego or two) was the worse for 

the experience.

Race Results for The Full Monty Race

On April 25, we did the race to Goleta and back, now officially 

named “The Full Monty Race.” A big thanks to Wann and 

Judy Rawles for doing the background work, choosing a trophy, 

selecting a base and paying for engraving, and completing the 

approval process for what will now be “The Wann and Judy 

Rawles Full Monty Race Trophy.” Since this race came as a result 

of Wann’s repeated requests to race both up to Goleta and back 

to Santa Barbara, it is certainly fitting that the race and trophy 

be named for Wann and Judy. A total of 21 boats plus two 

qualifiers competed, with only one DNF. This is a record number 

of participants in this race, and that’s a great tribute to its official 

status as a High Point Race in our fleet. The winners this year 

were as follows: Bill Guilfoyle took first place on Prevail, Brian 

Green took second place on Miss Behavin, Charles Browning took 

third place on Bebe, Max and Shirley Lynn took fourth place on 

Tranquility, and Peter Churchill took fifth place on Prime Time. 

H Fleet Update

The Wet Wednesday H Fleet has a new competitor, co-owned by 

three members including our vice commodore. Firefly, a Harbor 

20 first owned by Laura Schlessinger, and then by Walter Hansen 

and John Thorngren, is now owned by VC Jack Byers, Bill Davis, 

and Bob Duncan. We welcome these active club members into 

our H Fleet and are glad to have them on the water in their own 

boat. While we usually have boats numbering in the middle to 

high 20’s on a typical race (such as the 28 boats that competed 

on April 8) our numbers went down on April 22 and 29. With 

winds in the low to high 20’s and gusts above 30, there were only 

10 boats on each of these two Wednesdays. On May 5 and 12, 

with much lighter winds, we were back up to 28 and 24 boats, 

respectively. I think we’re all waiting for that perfect wind, though 

it is a little different for each boat.

CHRF Skippers’ Social for May

Our May Skippers’ Social was an anchoring seminar. We learned 

or were reminded of some important lessons, such as wearing 

shoes during anchor setting and retrieval in order to avoid severe 

toe injuries (Roger Chrisman), checking anchor rode for chafing 

(Steve and Bente Millard), and how to turn a boat around with 

anchor lines (Bob Levinson). We also shared what we love about 

these trips to the islands that makes it all worth while.

Upcoming Races and Events

Be sure to participate in CHRF Summer Series #1 on Sunday, 

June 13. There will be a staggered start beginning at 2 p.m. 

Check online to see the SI’s. Remember that there are some new 

provisions.  The next CHRF Skippers’ Social will be held on June 

10, with Pat Toole, member and Best Skipper of 2009, speaking 

on “Getting a Great Start in a Race.” 

Happy Sailing!  —Dave McEachen, CHRF/H Fleet Rep



The Situation and Facts Found

Two boats, Red and Green, are sailing close hauled in about 10 

knots of true wind on port tack approaching a windward mark to be 

left to port. Red was approximately 1/2 boatlength below the port 

tack layline. Green was approximately 1 boatlength ahead of Red 

and one boatlength to leeward of her. When Green reached the star-

board layline, she tacked to starboard, completing her tack slightly 

above the starboard layline. When Red saw Green on starboard 

tack, she was too close (1/2 boatlength) to bear off and duck so she 

did an emergency tack to leeward of Green to avoid a collision. Red 

was able to avoid Green and to leave the windward mark to port 

although she did hit the mark. When Green saw Red tack close to 

leeward of her, she luffed to avoid contact. Both boats protested, 

Green under Rules 10 and 18.3, Red under Rules 13, 15 and 16.1. 

WAIT! Think about the two protests. Will either or both be 

honored? Why or why not? Once you’ve considered your 

answer, read on:

The Answer—Conclusions and Rules That Apply

Initially, Rule 18 applies, but Rule 18 does not apply after Green 
passes head to wind because “the boats are on opposite tacks 
on a beat to windward.” See Rule 18.1(a). Green managed to 
complete her tack to starboard and keep clear of Red but as soon 
as her tack is completed she gains right of way and initially has 
to give Red room to keep clear of her. The definition of room 
includes the space for Red to maneuver “in a seamanlike way.” 
The emergency tack she had to make to avoid a collision with 
Green was anything but seamanlike, and it is not seamanlike to 
hit a mark, which Red was forced to do. Therefore, Green did not 
give Red room as required by Rule 15 and Green must either do 
a Two-Turns Penalty or be disqualified. Red broke rules 18.3 and 
31, but is exonerated for doing so because she was compelled to 
break them by Green’s breach of rule 15.

Rules for Reference

13  	While Tacking After a boat passes head to wind, she shall 
keep clear of other boats until she is on a close-hauled 
course. During that time rules 10, 11 and 12 do not apply. 
If two boats are subject to this rule at the same time, the one 
on the other’s port side or the one astern shall keep clear.

15	 Acquiring Right of Way When a boat acquires right of 
way, she shall initially give the other boat room to keep 
clear, unless she acquires right of way because of the other 
boat’s actions. 

16.1	Changing CourseWhen a right-of-way boat changes 
course, she shall give the other boat room to keep clear.

18	 Mark-Room

18.1 When Rule 18 Applies Rule 18 applies between boats when 
they are required to leave a mark on the same side and at least 
one of them is in the zone. However, it does not apply (a) 

between boats on opposite tacks on a beat to windward, (b) 
between boats on opposite tacks when the proper course at the 
mark for one but not both of them is to tack, (c) between a 
boat approaching a mark and one leaving it, or (d) if the mark 
is a continuing obstruction, in which case rule 19 applies. 
18.2 When Rule 18 Applies Rule 18 applies between boats 
when they are required to leave a mark on the same side and 
at least one of them is in the zone. However, it does not apply 
(a) between boats on opposite tacks on a beat to windward, 
(b) between boats on opposite tacks when the proper course at 
the mark for one but not both of them is to tack, (c) between a 
boat approaching a mark and one leaving it, or (d) if the mark 
is a continuing obstruction, in which case rule 19 applies. 18.2 
Giving Mark-Room a) When boats are overlapped the outside 
boat shall give the inside boat mark-room, unless rule 18.2(b) 
applies. (b) If boats are overlapped when the first of them 
reaches the zone, the outside boat at that moment shall there-
after give the inside boat mark-room. If a boat is clear ahead 
when she reaches the zone, the boat clear astern at that mo-
ment shall thereafter give her mark-room. (c) When a boat is 
required to give mark-room by rule 18.2(b), she shall continue 
to do so even if later an overlap is broken or a new overlap be-
gins. However, if either boat passes head to wind or if the boat 
entitled to mark-room leaves the zone, rule 18.2(b) ceases to 
apply. (d) If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or 
broke an overlap in time, it shall be presumed that she did not. 
(e) If a boat obtained an inside overlap from clear astern and, 
from the time the overlap began, the outside boat has been 
unable to give mark-room, she is not required to give it. 18.3 
Tacking When Approaching a Mark If two boats were ap-
proaching a mark on opposite tacks and one of them changes 
tack, and as a result is subject to rule 13 in the zone when the 
other is fetching the mark, rule 18.2 does not thereafter apply. 
The boat that changed tack (a) shall not cause the other boat 
to sail above close-hauled to avoid her or prevent the other 
boat from passing the mark on the required side, and (b) shall 
give mark-room if the other boat becomes overlapped inside 
her. 18.4 Gybing When an inside overlapped right-of-way 
boat must gybe at a mark to sail her proper course, until she 
gybes she shall sail no farther from the mark than needed to 
sail that course. Rule 18.4 does not apply at a gate mark. 18.5 
Exoneration When a boat is taking mark-room to which she 
is entitled, she shall be exonerated (a)if, as a result of the other 
boat failing to give her mark-room, she breaks a rule of Section 
A, or (b) if, by rounding the mark on her proper course, she 
breaks a rule of Section A or rule 15 or 16. 

Note: SBYC offers grateful acknowledgment to UK-Halsey for 
allowing us to make use of their racing rules quizzes. Visit them 
at www.ukhalsey.com and see more quiz examples by going to our 
Racing menu and selecting the bottom item.

CHRF Racing Rules Quiz (15)



Santa Barbara Youth Sailing Foundation

Optimist Harken Series #2
San Francisco and Tiburon—April 17-18, 2010
Miguel Ferreira, Lucas Pierce, and Matthew Pierce represented 

Santa Barbara Yacht Club at the third of four regattas that make 

up the annual “Harken Series.” The two-day affair was hosted 

by San Francisco Yacht Club in Tiburon, but sailing was a 

45-minute tow through Racoon Straits, past Angel Island, across 

the shipping channel, and over to Southampton Shoal, just south 

of Pt. Richmond.  

    Thanks to the generosity of California Yacht Club, the Santa 

Barbara sailors sailed with the CalYC team and were coached by 

North Sails’ Brian Bissell for the event.

    Both days were painfully light air as the sailors rarely found 

themselves up on the rail. Miguel had a great first day, but 

later discovered he was facing protests in two of the day’s four 

races. He withdrew from one of the races facing allegations of 

sculling on the starting line and prevailed in the other protest, 

a windward-leeward dispute. Discarding the RAF (“retired after 

finishing”), Miguel remained well-positioned for the podium.

    Sunday morning could not have been more beautiful. Clear 

skies and warm temperatures provided picture postcard views of 

Angel Island and the San Francisco skyline-but no wind. After 

a long tow out to the course and an even longer delay anchored 

in the current waiting for wind, Waypoint Pizza arrived in 

their Protector to save the day. By the time the pizza had been 

distributed and enjoyed, there was just enough wind to counter 

the affect of the current and go racing.

    Despite struggling a bit in Saturday’s light air and current, 

Lucas Pierce came back strong on Sunday, particularly on the second 

beat of each race, carding a 4-11 respectively, and moving him well 

up the standings and into fifteenth place overall out of 45 boats and 

seventh in age group out of 19 Blue Fleeters (ages 11-12).

    After a third-place finish in Sunday’s first race, Miguel 

looked destined for a top-three finish in the regatta. Having 

thrown out an RAF on Saturday however, left no room for error. 

It wasn’t to be. Light air, current, and an unkind shift resulted 

in a twenty-sixth in the last race which he was unable to discard. 

Despite eating the twenty-sixth, Miguel still finished fourth 

overall and second in Blue Fleet.

    Matthew Pierce was disappointed with his result, finishing 

in thirtieth place out of 45 boats—that is, until the prize giving—

when he was awarded his trophy for third place in White Fleet 

(10 and under)! —Kent Pierce

Pacific Coast Championships
St. Francis YC, San Francisco—April 17-18, 2010
This year the high school Pacific Coast Championship Regatta was 

held by St. Francis Yacht Club which overlooks the San Francisco 

Bay and the Golden Gate Bridge. This venue proved to be very 

challenging with a huge factor being the current. For most of the 

regatta, we faced massive amounts of down course current which 

highly affected our strategies for each race. The teams that were 

able to get to shallower water with less current always came back 

with great finishes. However the teams that were forced into the 

faster current toward the middle of the bay didn’t bring back their 

best results, but they quickly adapted to the currents of the bay and 

by the next rotation everyone was able to restrategize and bring 

back some excellent finishes.

    The first few races were sailed in relatively light wind and 

big current. At that point the key strategy was to get into less 

current, even if it meant being in a cloud of bad air from other 

boats. Throughout the day the wind gradually picked up until 

many boats were seen upside down. This gave all of us a true 

San Francisco experience, as these conditions are what make San 

Francisco Bay a world famous venue. Sailing in the big breeze is 

nothing we’re not used to here in Santa Barbara and most of us 

brought back some great results in the windier races. The following 

day, the wind didn’t show up until after lunch, but eventually 

it picked up to a near perfect 12-14 knot breeze. It was in these 

conditions that everyone performed at their best. In the end our 

final results were Laguna Blanca in fifteenth place, Dos Pueblos in 

fourteenth place, and Santa Barbara High School nearly qualifying 

for High School Nationals in sixth place. For some it was the last 

high school sailing event, as many seniors will be graduating this 

spring, and are moving on to collegiate sailing and beyond. We 

had great coaching from Ty Reed during the regatta and everyone 

brought back a lot of new knowledge and skills from this regatta, 

(especially regarding sailing in big currents!) and everyone is eager 

to put these new assets to future use.  —Newt Cutcliffe

Cinco De Mayo/Ullman-Frost #4
The Santa Barbara Sailing Club, the Santa Barbara Yacht Club, 
and the Santa Barbara Youth Sailing Foundation cohosted the 
annual Cinco De Mayo regatta over the weekend of May 1-2.  
The SBSC took care of the “big boat” fleets, while the SBYC 
and SBYSF took charge of the Mercury, Laser, and Laser Radial 
fleets. This regatta was the fourth and final event in the Ullman/
Frost series, a year-long series of regattas for junior sailors in the 
Laser Full Rig and Laser Radial classes.
    The first day of racing quickly turned into a survival con-
test, as the wind built throughout the day. We started with about 
25 boats on the course, but by the time the first race started a few 
boats had already retired due to the strong winds. The second 
race saw only 14 or 15 boats cross the starting line, and by the 
time we ran the third race of the day there were only seven boats 
left on the course. The wind was a steady 25 knots, puffing to 30 
knots, on top of steep chop driven by the breeze. Impressively, 
most of our Santa Barbara youth sailors stayed out the whole day 
—just a few days prior, we had gone out and practiced in what 



Sign Up for Summer Sailing  
Registration for Santa Barbara Youth 
Sailing Foundation’s popular “Learn-to-
Sail” Program is underway. Classes are 
available for all skill levels from the first-
time beginner to the most advanced racer.  
Registration and Scholarship information 
are on our Web site at www.sbysf.org. 

Sign up NOW while space is still available!

we later found out was a 30-35 knot breeze, so our sailors knew 
they could handle it.
    On Sunday, racing was delayed for more than an hour as the 
race committee waited for the wind to fill in. After picking up and 
moving the entire course in search of wind, we were rewarded with 
a solid Santa Barbara sea breeze and started making up for lost time 
by running races in quick succession. We managed five races for 
each fleet on Sunday, bringing the total to eight for the weekend. 
    Our very own Oliver Toole dominated the eleven boat Full 
Rig fleet, posting eight first-place finishes in eight races en route to 
locking up the Ullman series trophy.  Kieron Kavanagh managed 
a sixth place finish even after missing the first day of competition 
due to the SAT test.
    Local SBYSF sailors had great success in the 35-boat Radial 
fleet, taking three of the top five spots (and four of the top six!).  
Newt Cutcliffe had a break-out regatta, finishing third overall and 
handling the conditions very well. Stephen Long, Tucker Atterbury, 
and Hanna Vincent were right behind him in fourth, fifth and sixth 
respectively.  Other local finishers in the Laser Radial fleet included 
Nicholas Perez in fifteenth, Briggs Deardorff in seventeenth, Hunter 
Yegendorf  in twenty-second, and Matt Long in twenty-third. 
    Special thanks to our volunteer race committee members: 
Beverly Toole, Page Adams, Guy Turner, Dennis Shea, and Peter 
Jorgensen all helped out on the R/C boat (generously provided by 
John and Peter Jorgensen). Harry Atterbury, David Perez, Vern Vin-
cent, and Arn Adams did a great job moving marks all around the 
course, and the regatta would not have gone so smoothly without 
Dana Jones helping me out with my first PRO duty. —Duncan Shea

Schedule of Events
Wednesday, July 28 

SBYC famous “Wet Wednesday Races” and BBQ

Thursday, July 29 
Registration 1300hrs -1900hrs 

Cocktail Party & Live Music 1700hrs Buffet 1800hrs

Friday July, 30 
Breakfast 0730hrs 

Registration 0800-1000hrs 

First start 1200hrs

Saturday, July 31 
Trophy Presentation at KHYC 

followed by music and Jumbo Shrimp Feed

Notice of Race online at www.sbyc.org
For more info contact 

SBYC Race Director Dana Jones at
965-8112 x14 or racing@sbyc.org

SBYC Chair: Michael Wapner 680-2383 ork6qd@cox.net
KHYC Chair: Debbie Helling 310-791-6271 

Friday, July 30, 2010



Interview With A Commodore
One of a series of articles highlighting our staff commodores.

Staff Commodore Peter Churchill, 2003
Local boy Peter Churchill grew up near Turnpike and Old San 
Marcos roads. He attended Goleta Union School, followed by Santa 
Barbara Junior High and High schools. The Santa Barbara that 
Peter and his two older sisters grew up in was a little different than 
the one we know today. Homes were not built as closely together. 
One could not quickly walk into town or to the house of a friend. 
“Living out in the country, your friends were far away, but there 
was always something to do; you had to entertain yourself.” One of 
the ways in which Peter would pass the 
long, lazy days of summer was to go 
fishing with his dad—one of the elder 
Churchill’s favorite pastimes.
    But it wasn’t until Peter was 
grown that he became really involved 
in boating. His brother-in-law, John 
Yabsley, started sailing a 15-foot Snipe 
that the two would tool around in. At 
the time, there was much small boat 
activity in the Santa Barbara harbor—
Flatties (Geary 18s), Snipes, Mercurys, 
and some Stars. John and Peter joined 
the Flattie fleet sometime around 1964. “It was a well-organized 
group. We had a summer schedule that started in May. We sailed 
on the ocean and on lakes, and there was a big Memorial Day 
Regatta.”
    Peter clearly prefers sailboating to powerboating. He owned 
several Flatties through the years; in one of these, Citation, he 
placed second in a Geary 18 international regatta held in Oregon. 
He continued racing Citation in many regattas until 1977, when he 
sold the boat.
    Peter joined SBYC in 1971 at the encouragement of friends 
including Al Schmidt, Doug Wilson, and Pinky Cooke. Two 
years later, Peter and Sherry were married, joining five teenagers to 
become a “blended family.” The next few years left little leisure time 
and were spent mostly on the home front, with Peter building ad-
ditional bedrooms to accommodate his newly-formed clan. 
    When Peter had a little more time to sail, he crewed on Prime 
Time, off and on, from 1980 until 1990, when he bought Doug 
Wilson’s partnership share in the boat. He jumped back in with 
both feet and still races Wet Wednesdays to this day.
    Going through the chairs proved to be a very positive experi-
ence for both Peter and Sherry. They embraced the more serious 
responsibilities as wholeheartedly as the fun, social ones required 
of them. The treasured memories of those years include hosting no 
fewer than eight navy ships and their officers at the club—including 
the commander in chief of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet—as well as the 
Swiss ambassador to the U.S. and his wife.

    This commodore, owner of Churchill Sheet Metal and Heat-
ing (a family-owned business since 1931), has been involved in, and 
the catalyst for, many of the physical improvements to the club-
house and grounds. In fact, when I asked him what he considers 
his special contributions to SBYC, he grinned and said, “I’m Heri’s 
helper! There are always things that need fixing and I’m a hands-
on kind of guy. For example, the flagpole was in such bad shape. 
I fiberglassed it and reinforced it. Heri and I made those sheds by 
the Cooke Pavilion. They had been just fences with gates; one side 
was for trash, the other a ‘catch-all.’ Through the years, we added 
copper roofs, etc., and moved the trash to its present site at the far 

end of the parking lot. The steel-tubed 
gate that separated the grounds from 
the rest of the harbor was falling apart. 
I replaced that. It’s solid now.” It’s easy 
to agree that Peter feels strongly about 
our club, maintaining and improving 
it wherever necessary in a professional, 
forward-thinking manner. 
    His commodore’s ball reflected his 
respect for maintaining and reinforc-
ing tradition. Peter had invited 14 
family members to join him and his 
wife Sherry in the yacht club dining 

room—their table expanded practically the length of the room! 
The head table was draped in the family’s traditional Irvine tartan 
reflecting Peter’s Scottish heritage. Entertainment for the evening 
included fabulous bagpipe music by the six-member Pacific Coast 
Highlander Pipe Band and two Highland Fling dancers. This was 
a particularly appropriate way to mark the end of Peter’s year at the 
helm since, as some might remember, his opening day began with 
the main piper from the band welcoming members and visitors to 
the club with festive bagpipe music.
    Needless to say, Peter credits our club with offering the oppor-
tunity to create friendships. “That’s the biggest thing the club offers. 
As commodore, I tried not to let cliques run things. I don’t like 
that. It should be a club for everyone. I fought hard not to let that 
happen. It’s important that we all try to include everyone.
    “That’s one thing my brother-in-law was good at. Anyone who 
walked into the club, he made them feel welcome. It never hurts to 
make someone feel good. This club should make people feel at ease; 
it just makes for better vibes.
    “That’s the biggest thing our members can do. Always keep 
that in mind.” Peter’s idea of the SBYC ambiance is one that many 
of us agree with and are happy to proactively maintain. When was 
the last time you walked up those stairs and were greeted with a 
frown? If it should ever happen, take a lead from Peter—smile and 
help that person to remember that our club is a place to relax, have 
fun, and sometimes just sit down, breathe, and look out at the dol-
phins. You’ll both walk away feeling lighter. —Sabrina Papa
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Club Events

Made to Order Omelettes • Homemade Pastries
Carved Prime Rib • Black Forest Ham • Champagne 

Fresh Orange Juice • French Roast Coffee
Fit for the King—And Much More!

A la Carte Breakfast and Lunch Menu Not Offered

Café Menu begins at 3 p.m.
BBQ Beef Ribs and Pork Ribs for Dinner at 5 p.m.

RSVP with Kourtney at 965-8112.

Father’s Day       
  Brunch
  Sunday, 
June 20

Regatta Season is Here 
and Volunteers are 
Always Welcome!
Get involved and help run a race. 
Contact the Racing Chair or 
Dana Jones, racing director at 
965-8112 x14 for more information.
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Make Plans to Join 
the Catalina Cruise

Monday, August 2—
Friday, August 13, 2010

Details to come!



Sunday Night Dinners
June 6—Fried Chicken Buffet $9++
June 13—Asian Stir Fry Buffet $9.50++
June 20—BBQ Ribs Buffet $17++
June 27—Prime Rib Buffet $19.50++

Lobster Night
Friday, June 25. Regular dinner menu is also available. 
Call Kourtney at 965-8112 to make reservations.

Races, Regattas, & Cruises
Wilmot Hughes Race, Sunday, June 6.
Womens’ Skipper Championship, Sunday, June 6.
Summer One-Design, Saturday, June 12.
CHRF Summer #1, Sunday, June 13.
Semana Nautica, Saturday–Sunday, June 26-27.
CHRF #2, Sunday, June 27.
Staff Commodore’s Regatta, Saturday, July 3.
Star Lipton Regatta, Saturday–Sunday, July 10-11.
Junior Olympics, Thursday–Sunday, July 15-18.
Fiesta Cup, Saturday, July 24-25.
King Harbor Reception, Friday–Saturday, July 30-31.

Garland Reiter 6/1
Brian McLean 6/1
Trevor  Phillips 6/2
Eleanor Povah 6/2
Thomas Caesar 6/3
Stan Shaw 6/3
Tim Casey 6/4
Jeffrey Mueller 6/4
Keith Reichel 6/4
Alan Watson 6/4
Elaine Urton 6/6
Charles Kevin Cahill 6/7
Thomas Cullen 6/7
Paul O’Keefe 6/7
Staff Commodore 
  Jim Zimmerman 6/7
John Lundegard 6/9
Patrick Caswell 6/11
Geoffrey Rusack 6/11
Michael Ghens 6/13
Mrs. John H. Green 6/13
Eric Mozilo 6/13
Nancy Smith 6/13
Wann Rawles 6/14

James Towle 6/14
David Tisdale 6/15
Jen Abed 6/17
Hank Boehm 6/17
Frank Griscom 6/17
Thomas Williams, Jr. 6/18
Michael R. Eades 6/19
William Curtis 6/20
Richard Rogers 6/20
Chi Chi Sanford 6/20
Shamus Murphy 6/21
Cpt. Harvey Banick 6/22
William Guilfoyle 6/22
Robert Lawson 6/22
David M. Elliott 6/23
George Law 6/23
Charles Rickershauser 6/23
Corinne Underwood 6/24
Don McCorkell 6/25
Bruce Johnston 6/27
Michael Walker 6/27
Frank E. Hughes 6/28
Nicholas Vincent 6/30

Lunch at Noon • Program at 12:30 p.m.
June 7	 Dixie Daddies
	 History of Dixieland, Part 6

June 14	 Bruce Bennett, Board Member of HAR
	 The Hearts Adaptive Riding Program

June 21	 Larry Coldren, 
	 Dean, UCSB School of Engineering
	 Fiber Optics is Changing Your Lives

June 28	 LT Steve Baldovsky, USCG
	 The Mission of the USCG Cutter Blackfin

July 5	 Jim Kreyger, Photographer
	 A Collage of America’s Natural Beauty

July 12	 Bob Fulmer, Writer
	 Newcomers to Paradise

July 19	 Erin Zetter, Coordinator of Docent Programs
	 SB Museum of Art: Collections and Mission 

Member’s Birthday Club

Monday Lunch Forum

Club Events

   
 

June 10

History of SBYC 
Book Launch 

Party! 
Tuesday, June 22 

at 6 p.m.
Complimentary 
Wine & Cheese



 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    Brunch 10am-1pm
Wilmot Hughes Race
Women's Skipper 
Championship
Fried Chicken Buffet
Café Menu 2-8pm
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    Brunch 10am-1pm
CHRF Summer #1

Asian Stir Fry Buffet
Café Menu 2-8pm

      Father's Day
Brunch & Dinner

BBQ Ribs Buffet
Café Menu 3-8pm

     Brunch 10am-1pm 
CHRF #2
Sandspit Cruise
Semana Nautica
Prime Rib Buffet
Café Menu 2-8pm

    Monday Forum
Dixie Daddies, History 
of Dixieland,
Part 6

     Monday Forum
Bruce Bennett, 
The Hearts Adaptive 
Riding Program

SBYSF Summer 
Session #1

       Monday Forum
Larry Coldren, 
Fiber Optics is 
Changing Your Lives

      Monday Forum
LT Steve Baldovsky,
The Mission of the
USCG Cutter Blackfin

SBYSF Summer 
Session #2

     
Club Closed

       

       

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Wet Wednesday

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Wet Wednesday

     

Scuttlebutt Deadline

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Wet Wednesday

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Wet Wednesday

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Wet Wednesday
 

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Dinner 6-9pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Dinner 6-9pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Dinner 6-9pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Lobster Night
Dinner 6-9pm

Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm

Café Menu 2-8pm

Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm
Summer One-Design
Café Menu 2-8pm

   
Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm
Solstice Weekend

Café Menu 2-8pm

Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm
Semana Nautica

Café Menu 2-8pm

June

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Sail Policy Mtg 5:30pm

      Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Membership Mtg 
House & Grounds Mtg
Second Thursday
SBYCW Board Mtg 5:30

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Bd. of Directors Mtg 6pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Fishing Fleet Mtg 6pm

SBYC History Book
Launch Party 
Wine and Cheese
6pm

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Happy Fourth of Juy
Brunch 10am-1pm
Fried Chicken Buffet
5-9pm
Café Menu 11-5 pm
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Brunch 10am-1pm
Star Lipton

BBQ Ribs Buffet
Café Menu 2-8pm

Brunch 10am-1pm

Junior Olympics
Mexican Buffet
Café Menu 2-8pm

    Monday Forum
Jim Kreyger,
A Collage of 
America’s Natural
Beauty

     Monday Forum
Bob Fulmer, 
Newcomers 
to Paradise

     Monday Forum
Erin Zetter,
The Santa Barbara  
Museum of Art: 
Collections and  
Mission

      Monday Forum
TBA

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

   Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Membership Mtg 
House & Grounds Mtg
Sail Policy Mtg
CHRF First Skippers 6pm

    Scuttlebutt Deadline
Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Board of Directors Mtg
Junior Olympics

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Dinner 6-9pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Dinner 6-9pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Junior Olympics

Dinner 6-9pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
King Harbor Race
Lobster Night
Dinner 6-9pm

Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm
Staff Commodore's 
Regatta
Café Menu 2-8 pm

Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm
Star Lipton
Café Menu 2-8 pm

Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm
Junior Olympics

Café Menu 2-8 pm

 Breakfast or 
Lunch 10am-2pm

Fiesta Cup
Café Menu 2-8 pm

     
Brunch 10am-1pm

Fiesta Cup
Prime Rib Buffet
Café Menu 2-8pm

28 29 30

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Fishing Fleet 6pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

Dinner 6-9 pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm

King Harbor Reception

Lunch 11:30am-2pm
Bridge 1pm
Sail Policy Mtg 5:30pm

Lunch 11:30am-2pm

July

Breakfast or Lunch
10am-2pm

Café Menu 2-8 pm

31



Cocktails 
for a Cause

It’s June already! Hopefully we’ll have 
a wonderful summer of sunshine and 

gentle breezes. (That’s the best air for 
Nocturne!)
    June looks to be a busy month. 
There’s the Women’s Skipper Champi-
onship, an evening presentation by the 
Youth Sailing Foundation (see announce-
ment on this page), and our board meeting.
    Your board is forging ahead with plans and ideas for the 
rest of 2010. The Events and Programs Committees, chaired 
by Mary Ellen McCammon and Lili Schafer, continue to 
brainstorm on activities. Day trips and a weekend getaway are 
still in the works. (By the way, did you happen to see the Spring 
Luncheon article and cute photo of Mary Ellen, Erin Graffy, and 
yours truly in CASA magazine last month?)
    The Membership Committee (Anne-Marie Castleberg, 
Dianne Arguelles, and Susan Engles) is busily preparing 
membership renewal forms for the fall. Check your mailbox in 
October. Also, you really have to see the brochure we’ve designed 
to solicit new members to our group. I think we’ll get a few tak-
ers. Also, take a look at the changes made to our Web page.
    Marilyn Goodfield and Barbara Harlow, Youth Sailing 
Foundation liaisons and Scholarship Committee cochairs, have 
not only continued to grant Summer Sailing Camp scholar-
ships (over a dozen!), but are helping to plan the Youth Sailing 
Foundation presentation on June 24. Join us for cocktails (no 

Santa Barbara Yacht Club Women
host bar), appetizers, and a brief overview of the Youth Sailing 
Foundation by Duncan Shea, head coach and junior program 
director. Be sure to bring your checkbooks ‘cuz it’s “Cocktails for 
a Cause.”
    As to our wonderful Hospitality Committee—Kathy 
Becker, Pat Mitchell, and their team—they are already prepar-
ing for this year’s Charity Regatta on September 12. Can you 
believe it’s right around the corner? I promise, you’re going to see 
some exciting changes to the event this year!
    And me? I’ve been keeping out of trouble this last month by 
attending the aforementioned committee meetings, the Charity 
Regatta planning meetings, a Catalina Island Conservancy gath-
ering, and joining the Assistance League. The Assistance League 
has been in Santa Barbara since 1947 and is an all volunteer 
organization that develops, implements, and supports projects to 
benefit local children and adults. I mention this group because so 
many of our Yacht Club Women are members! Look at this list: 
Charlene Shook, Dianne Arguelles, Donna McKinnon, Jan 
Kelleway, Jane Atwater, Joan Kieding, Joan Watson, Marilyn 
Goodfield, Mary Jane Cooper, Ruth Topping, Sandy Allen, 
Sue Vincent, Susan Engles, and Kathy Becker! (I apologize if I 
missed anyone.) What a great group of women!
    Speaking of a great group of women—the Santa Barbara 
Yacht Club Women are the best! Thank you for your positive 
comments on the recent club survey and for your support over 
these last few months. I appreciate it! Cheers!
—Lorraine Reichel, SBYCW President, lmreichel@cox.net

Cocktails 
for a Cause
Thursday, June 24 • 6 p.m. 
in the Fleet Room

Supporting the 
Santa Barbara
Youth Sailing Foundation

Presentation by Duncan Shea

Free appetizers 
and a no host bar

Donations appreciated.



Santa Barbara Yacht Club
130 Harbor Way
Santa Barbara, CA 93109

SB
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SB
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Santa Barbara
Yacht Club

Founded in 1872

Fourth of July
Independence Day Celebration!

Make plans to celebrate at the club & on the beach. 
Bring family and friends for a day of activity.

Café Menu 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
$5 Margaritas or Mai Tais all day

Sunday Fried Chicken Buffet 5-9 p.m. 

5 p.m. Puppet Show 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m. Live Entertainment

6 p.m. Clown & Face Painting
6-8 p.m. Tableside Magic

City Fireworks Display at Dusk 
Sorry, NO Reservations

Parking lot rules will be strictly enforced. 
Vehicles will be towed at owners expense if necessary. 

One car per family.
No boats, trailers, or motor homes.

World Cup Finale!
For SBYC Soccer Fans

Sunday , July 11 
On the new large HD screen in 
the main dining room, and flat 

screens in the starting line lounge.

Join us to watch the final game of the 
World Cup. Game starts at 11:30 am PST. 

$15 includes a sports buffet. $2 non-premium 
drinks of your choice during the game.

Submit your team champion prediction at check 
in before the game starts. The winning predictors 

will celebrate 
with one 

complimentary 
round of 

cocktails of your 
choice for each 
guest in your 
reservation. 
(One entry 
per group.)

RSVP with 
Kourtney at 
965-8112.


